[HIV and macrophage].
The macrophage is the chief target of the HIV, as well as its main vector. Macrophages are infected very early by monocytotropic HIV strains. They are not destroyed, and probably contribute both to host defense mechanisms and to perpetuation and dissemination of the infection. HIV-infected macrophages have been demonstrated not only in lymph nodes but also in peripheral organs such as the lung and brain, where they produce cytotoxic mediators that contribute to the development of pulmonary and neurologic lesions. Functional impairment of HIV-infected macrophages may play a role in the immune deficiency characteristic of AIDS. Infected macrophages are a reservoir and a sanctuary for the HIV, by virtue of which the virus can escape detection by the immunologic surveillance system. This set of properties makes the HIV-infected macrophage an ideal agent of the propagation and perpetuation of HIV infection. Work aimed at unraveling the cellular and molecular mechanisms that underlie HIV-macrophage interactions can be expected to result in new therapeutic strategies.